2008 Neighborhood Project of the Year

("Project of the Year" is the category for neighborhood activism and overall leadership shown by
groups in our community.)

Stop the Midtown Burner Coalition*

"In the past year, a group of neighborhood residents put together a grassroots lobbying
campaign, to help inform their neighbors and people in government, that the development of a
wood-burning Eco Energy facility in the Phillips Neighborhood, was a truly bad idea . . .

They worked with Representative Karen Clark, to pass a new bill that's going to help
neighborhoods across Minnesota, for generations to come. That new bill states that (anytime a
project is proposed in an area with very high pollution levels), the cumulative effects of that
area's pollution must be studied first.

So, it's my pleasure to give "Neighborhood Project of the Year", to the coalition of
activists who put together the "Stop the Midtown Burner" campaign.

Please come forward and -- I want to say -- by March of 2008, when the financing and
the development rights to this project had expired, this group had already convinced the majority
of the City Council and the Mayor that the deadline should not be extended."

*Currently known as Minneapolis Neighbors for Clean Air



