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Senate

State of Minnesota

DATE: June 8, 2009
FROM: Patricia Torres Ray
TO: Minneapolis Planning Commission and Minneapolis City Council

SUBJECT:  Covanta Energy Request to Increase Hennepin Energy Recovery Center (HERC)
Garbage Burning Tonnage by 20%

I would like to let members of the Minneapolis Planning Commission and members of the
Minneapolis City Council know that I oppose granting Covanta Energy a conditional permit to
expand its capacity to burn 1,212 tons of garbage per day.

I have several concerns related to this change. MPCA has not conducted a review of this facility for
over 5 years. HERC has not supplied residents of the area with the required annual reports on fly
ash, bottom ash, or any other hazardous materials (as required by its original C-993 Conditional Use
Permit). HERC’s burning technology is now 22 years old and may be out of compliance with
current regulatory EPA requirements for small pollution particles resulting from incineration and
many other highly toxic materials.

I understand the need to look for options to address waste disposal and I am sure you will be
looking for responsible, effective ways to address these issues. As a City and State, we must do all
we can to lead the way into the future, set a better example, and move towards technology that is
truly clean and green.

I urge you to delay any decisions on HERC expansion until a thorough review of all missing HERC
data and the MPCA air permit review can be completed. The Minneapolis Planning Commission
has a duty to protect Minneapolis residents from any proposal that could threaten public health and
future downtown development.

Sincerely yours,

/}%;;«/ 9/257,

Patricia Torres Ray
Minnesota State Senator



