Great news and a great victory for environmental justice:
The Pajaro Valley Coalition for Environmental Justice and
Greenaction have just defeated a plasma arc incinerator proposed to
be built next to the Buena Vista migrant farm labor camp in
Watsonville. The decision will apparently be finalized by the Santa

Cruz County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday. Similar projects are
being proposed across the world. Hopefully this victory will inspire
other communities to be alert to similar proposals and to fight them.
More information about these incinerators in disguise can be found at:

www.greenaction.org and www.no-burn.org
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County dumps plan for waste-to-
energy plant at Buena Vista

By Kurtis Alexander - Sentinel staff writer

A much-hyped plan to vaporize the county's trash with an
unprecedented waste-to-energy technology is likely off the table, for good.
County officials in discussion with Southern California-based AdaptiveArc
say the company has failed to provide assurances that its technology is safe
and effective. The county Public Works Department is expected to ask
county supervisors to release them from negotiations next week. "We think it's
time to allow the company to try to install their hardware elsewhere," said
Public Works Director Tom Bolich.

The move to end discussions with AdaptiveArc removes hope of a
quick fix for the county's lingering trash problem. The landfill, at 1231 Buena
Vista Drive, 1s expected to fill up within the next two decades, perhaps
sooner, and county leaders have yet to identify an alternative for waste
disposal.

AdaptiveArc, a privately funded start-up with about two dozen
employees, had put forth a plan earlier this year to operate, at no cost to the
county, a trial plasma-arc gasification facility at the county landfill. The



proposal, largely untested in the municipal setting, would use the intense heat
of an electrical "arc" to break down trash into a synthetic gas that could
generate electricity. If county leaders were pleased with the operation, they
could choose to expand it. The plan, however, stumbled as questions
emerged about its feasibility and potential air emissions.

A San Francisco environmental group that equates the technology to
incineration helped organize a small group of local protestors, the Pajaro
Valley Coalition for Environmental Justice, to draw attention to possible
cancer-causing pollutants. Meanwhile, requests for additional data by the
county and the local air board, which would need to sign off on the proposed
facility, went mostly ignored by AdaptiveArc.

"They started by saying there was no emissions at all, and we should
just 1ssue them a permit. But that wasn't realistic," said Mike Sewell, air
quality engineer for the Monterey Bay Unified Regional Air Pollution Control
District. "There are emissions from everything." Kris Skrinak, a managing
partner with AdaptiveArc, concedes the company's information fell short of
the regulatory demands, but says he had hoped there would be more leniency
for a new and promising technology. "It's a little bit sad," said Skrinak, of the
county's plan to pull out of negotiations. "It's not like this technology is not
needed." Skrinak says AdapativeArc has a list of 60 other agencies that are
interested in working with the company. AdaptiveArc operates a plasma-arc
facility inMonterrey, Mexico, though local engineers haven't seen evidence
that the plant runs successfully.

While there are no comparable plasma-arc gasification plants in
California, Santa Cruz hasn't been alone in considering the technology. The
city of Sacramentois in discussions with a waste-to-energy company, though it
is encountering similar information problems. The county Public Works
Department's request to end negotiations with AdaptiveArc is expected to be
approved by the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday. "We're thrilled to hear
this news," said Bradley Angel, the head of San Francisco-based Green
Action for Health and Environmental Justice, which protested this project and
has opposed similar ones. "We think the health and environment of
Watsonville and Santa Cruz is going to be better off for it."



